BRITISH   ADMINISTRATION
unfavourable climate made officials reluctant to take office
there. The wilayets were staffed, for the most part, by
incompetent officials or by those in political exile from
Constantinople. Proper supervision was almost impossible.
Salaries of most of the government officials from Walts to
gendarmes were small and irregularly paid. Opportunities for
peculation and corruption seem to have been rarely over-
looked. * Substantial sums, exceeding the annual salaries were
often paid for offices, from which holders rarely retired without
having privately reimbursed themselves. Judges3 salaries in
the Baghdad wilayet ranged from £T.7-| to £1.35 per
month,2 but occupants of these positions had been frequently
known to advance from extreme poverty to wealth within the
space of a few years.
Whatever its faults, and they were many, the Turkish regime
had been the only Government known to Turkish Arabia. Its
vagaries had become familiar. Its defects and shortcomings
the populace both knew and made use of for their own ends.
Its disappearance with the complete withdrawal of the Turks
as far north as Kut al-eAmara by September, 1915, the flight
of all but minor Arab officials, the destruction or removal of
records both by fleeing Turks and by interested inhabitants
and the looting and pillaging of government buildings and
equipment,8 made it imperative that an administration should
be re-established. As soon as the first confusion had settled into
routine and the population of the occupied territories had
1 Review C. Admin., 1914-1920, p. 7, cites *an authentic story of a Turkish
Mutasarnf in Syria, popular with his superiors if not with the people he
governed, who boasted that his budget showed no expenditure at all. It con-
sisted entirely of receipts. All the officials, from the Mutasarnf himself down-
wards, drew no pay, but lived on questionable perquisites, while repairs,
maintenance, public works, etc., were simply neglected*.
8 Report on the Admin, of Civil Justice, from the Occupation of Baghdad to
2ist December, 1917, in Admin. Report of the Baghdad Wtlayet, 1917 (Calcutta,
1918), p. 182 (hereafter Admin. Report, Baghdad, 1917).
3 Within forty-eight hours of the departure of the Turks, not a single govern-
ment building outside Basra possessed doors or windows. Wilson, Sir A. T.,
op. cit, p, 13.
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